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Our Agenda
▪ What is the CI Classroom?
▪ What are Authentic Materials?
▪ Incorporating Authentic Materials into the CI Classroom
▪ Demonstration

2

#TCI #authres



The CI Classroom
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Krashen’s (1982) Five Hypotheses
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The Acquisition-
Learning 

Hypothesis

The Monitor 
Hypothesis

The Natural Order 
Hypothesis

The Input 
Hypothesis

The Affective 
Filter Hypothesis



“The input hypothesis and the 
concept of the Affective Filter 
define the language teacher in 

a new way.
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(Krashen, 1982, p. 32)



Popular activities in the acquisition-driven classroom
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Storytelling à la TPRS
(Story Asking, OWI,  etc.) PictureTalk/MovieTalk Calendar Talk

Special Person Interviews Leveled Readers 
(whole class or FVR/FCR)

Personalized Questions and 
Answers (PQA)

Engaging games/activities 
that model the TL Write and Discuss Reader’s Theater

Comprehensible 

Input Strategies



Core 
Values
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Comprehensible

Purposeful 
Communication

The classroom 
is an authentic 

context

Student-
Centered

Safe

Celebrate 
Output



Is input 
enough?
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Intercultural Communication 
A complex activity that combines cross-cultural 

knowledge and language skills. It involves 
initiating, understanding and responding to what 

is communicated, using culturally appropriate 
language and behavior in a given context.

(ACTFL, 2020, p. 6)
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Intercultural Communication 

Cross-cultural 
knowledge

Novice Intercultural Communication 
(NCSSFL-ACTFL, 2020, p. 7)

Language 
skill



Authentic Materials
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Addressing the elephant in the 
room…

What are “authentic” materials?

How do we define “authentic?”
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For native speakers 

by native speakers.

[Texts] written by members of 

a language and culture group 

for members of the same 

language and culture group”

(Galloway, 1998, p. 133)

Any types of materials … that 

have not been created for a 

language learner. 

(Henshaw & Hawkins, 2022, p. 72)



Pros and Cons of Authentic Materials

They provide rich content for learners
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Naturally integrate culture

Often more engaging than teacher-
made materials

They can be more difficult for learners 
to understand without proper 
scaffolding

Can be rewarding accomplishment to 
understand them

They don’t come with accompanying  
activities

Students can feel defeated and/or 
frustruated if comprehension is 
inaccesible.



Linguistic

▪ Strong predictor of reading 
anxiety (Genç, 2016)

▪ Positively associated with 
listening comprehension  
(Afshar & Khassemi, 2019; 
Behresi, Moulaei & Motlag, 
2016)

▪ Metacognitive strategy 
(Sadeghi & Soleimani, 2016)

Tolerance for ambiguity

Cultural

▪ Materials from the target culture 
as content promotes 
intercultural communication 
(Reid, 2014)

▪ Intercultural communicators are 
tolerant, open-minded, and able 
to interact with other cultures 
taking into account cultural 
differences (Kramsch, 2002)
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Incorporating Authentic Materials 
into the CI Classroom
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A Demonstration



Breaking the 
Fourth Wall
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Breaking the Fourth Wall for 
Communication
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Embedding #authres into the plot of 
classroom stories provides natural 

context and purpose for interpretation.

“The presentation, interpretation, and 

sometimes negotiation of meaning 

with a purpose in a given context”

(VanPatten, 2017, p.3)
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How is this version different than any 

other version you may have seen before?
What do you notice?



What do you see?

What assumptions are you 

making?

What questions do you 

have?



Partner 1: Practices

Patterns of social interaction and 

behaviors.

Partner 2: Perspectives

Attitudes, values, beliefs, opinions, 

and ideas that underlie the cultural 

practices and products.
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A Quick Debrief

▪ Stories that are light, silly, fun lower the affective filter.
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▪ Silly stories can still engage serious themes. (Small language, big ideas!)

▪ Interaction with authentic materials develops both linguistic and 
cultural ambiguity tolerance.

▪ Digital storytelling is not mandatory. Student actors are engaging AND 
low prep.

▪ Consider planning for cultural complexity, competing perspectives, etc.

▪ Authentic materials relieve the teacher from being the cultural “expert” 
or “spokeperson.”



Protocols and Structures to Explore Authentic Sources Comprehensibly
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See-Think-Wonder PictureTalk
IMAGE Model 

(Glisan & Donato, 
2017)

Embedded 
Readings MovieTalk Checklist

observations

Impossible, Possible, Probable
signal task

Other
comprehension 

checks…
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Gracias.
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